
GABRIOLA ECUMENICAL SOCIETY 
 Minutes of Annual General Meeting 
Sunday, April 22nd ,2007 

 
Present. Anne Sims (Chair), Randy McCarthy, Del McCarthy, Diane 

Parks, Karnet Wiebe, 
               Vic Wiebe, Jean Seaton, Lynn Holden, Phyllis Nygaard, 
Herman Nygaard, 
               John Bryson, Marilyn Smith, Ted Brydges, Sandra 
Brydges, Shelagh Huston, 
               David Soy, Ursula Graham, Anniken de Lissa, Jacquie 
Jessup, Linda St Clair, 
               Alex McConnell ( Secretary) 
 
1    Opening.     Anne Sims in Chair called the meeting to order at 
12.37p.m. and welcomed   
                          everyone. Opening prayer was given by Jacquie 
Jessup. 
2.   Agenda       M/S Anne Sims; Sandy Brydges. 
                          That the Agenda be adopted as 
circulated.                      Carried. 
3.   Minutes. 
                         M/S.Alex McConnell;David Soy 
                         That the minutes of the A.G.M. of 23rd. April,2006 be 
adopted as 
                          
circulated                                                                            Carried 
                           
                          Secretary read the minutes of the Special General 
Meeting of July22nd 2006 
                          M/S Alex McConnell;Jacquie Jessup 
                          That the minutes of the Special General Meeting of 
July 22nd.2006 be         
                          adopted as 
read.                                                                   Carried. 
4.  Treasurers 
     Report         Treasurer, Vic Wiebe distributed copies of the Financial 
report for 2006  
                          (Attach 1) 
                          M/S Vic Wiebe; Ted Brydges. 
                          That the Financial report for 2006 be accepted as 



circulated  
                                                                                                                   
      Carried 
5. Committee 
    Reports        Membership. Jacquie Jessup reported 31 members in 
2006, down from previous                            year (59). There were only 
22 paid up members to date. 
                          Social.  Shelagh Huston reported on the Mardi Gras. 
Very successful though                                  there was a smaller 
attendance than the previous year. Everyone had a very  
                          enjoyable time. Marilyn Smith et al provided the music 
                          Thanks were expressed to Shelagh and David Soy for 
organizing it. 
                          Thanksgiving Dinner. Co-ordinated by Sue Lissack . 
Attendance was about the 
                          same as the previous year, around 100. The auction 
following raised more                            money than in the previous year. 
                          Carol Singing. Jacquie Jessup reported at least 30 
people turned up and 6 places 
                          were visited. The singers were kindly treated to hot 
chocolate etc at her home by                           Sue Bolton.               
                                                                                                                 
/2 Education 
                                                              2. 
 
                       Educational.  Report presented by Del McCarthy.        ( 
attach.2) 
                       David Soy proposed we thank Del for all her work - 
carried by acclamation. 
                       Del in response thanked Diane, Karnet, Corinne, etc for 
providing her with lots of                           help. 
                       Prayer Circle.  Anne Sims reported the program had 
been very varied.                                           Undertaken by a number of 
people providing many different types of formats and                            
prayers.  The attendance averaged about 15 
                       Newsletter & Publicity. Lynn Holden reported she and 
Diane Parks saw to the                              production of  The Vine and 
Jacquie Jessup organized the distribution. 
                       Information had been provided to the local Press and also 
distributed to the                         various Churches on the island.  
Consideration was being given to reducing the                               



frequency of issue of The Vine to every 4 months. The Chair pointed out 
that Lynn                        also looked after the provision of refreshments 
for the Educational and Prayer                        Circle meetings Lynn was 
accorded a hearty vote of thanks by acclamation. 
 
6. Old Business. 
                      Charitable Society Status. Vic Wiebe reported 
negotiations had commenced on                               April 6,2005 and he 
outlined the long and involved story which finally resulted 
in                            registration being refused. by Revenue Canada. 
                      Vic Wiebe and Jacquie Jessup were given a hearty round 
of applause in                        appreciation of all the work they had put 
into this issue. 
                      Copies of the detailed distribution of the Ecumenical 
Community Fundwere 
                      handed out. 
                      By acclamation George von Westarp and Peter Lissack 
were thanked  for their                        work in dealing with the Fund and 
its distribution. 
                      Bethlehem Retreat Centre had sent a  Thank You for the 
allocation sent to them. 
 
7. New Business. 
                      Survey Forms. The Society has developed over the last 
few years but we do have a                         noticeable drop-out rate.. 
                      Del McCarthy reported on the results of the survey. 14 
forms had been returned. 
                      She went on to give details on responses to the various 
questions including                        reporting some of the comments ( 
though keeping the anonymity of the responders) 
                      The Chair then opened the issue to discussion from the 
floor 
                      This resulted in a lively and broad ranging debate focusing 
on our past experiences                        and suggestions and ideas for 
future activities. The final consensus was that we                        should 
continue to function but with some changes to the program format 
                      As someone put it - MAKE THE EFFORT DON`T WORRY 
ABOUT THE                        RESULT. 
 
                                                                                                               /3 
     



                        
                                                                  3. 
 
                       Scheduling.                      
                       Prayer Circle and Educational nights - one session per 
month alternating. 
                       Board to decide and work it out. Reactions to the 
Educational nights were all very                         positive 
 
                       Social Activities. 
                       Opinion was divided on this some for and some against. 
Keep all or keep some. 
                       David Soy felt we should continue with the Social events. 
The Board could look at                        attendance at these events and 
decide to keep or to drop. 
                       Del McCarthy Thanksgiving dinner was a great success 
and should continue. 
 
                      M/S. David Soy;Shelagh Huston. 
                      That the Gabriola Ecumenical Society continue, based 
on the Constitution as                         we have it at present. 
                                                                              Carried For 15   
Against 1,  
                      ( note. several people had already left because of other 
commitments.) 
 
8.  Chairpersons 
      Report     Anne Sims reported on the year and expressed her 
thanks to everyone who had                              been involved. She 
would not be continuing a Chair but would carry on 
organizing                        the Prayer Circles. There was a need for 
people for Officers. 
                      ( A round of applause was accorded Anne for all her work 
and effort as Chair) 
 
9. Election of Officers 
                      The Chair called for volunteers with the following result 
                      Prayer Circle    Anne Sims 
                      Educational      Del McCarthy  
                      Treasurer         Vic Wiebe 
                      Newsletter etc Lynn Holden 



                      Secretary         Alex McConnell 
                                              Imelda Cuthbertson 
 
                     M/S.     ?          ; Sandra Brydges 
                     That nominations close                                            
Carried  
                       
                     The above listed were declared the officers for 2007 
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                                                                  4. 
 
 
10. Adjournment. 
                     There being no further business, the Chair declared the 
meeting adjourned at                                   3.30p.m. and the meeting 
closed with the singing of the Ecumenical Hymn 
 
 
 
                    
 
                      
 
                   Alex McConnell 
                  Secretary 
 
 
 
 
Minutes adopted this             Day of                       2008 
 
 
 
                                                                                           Chair 
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