
Gabriola Ecumenical Society 

Minutes of the AGM – Tuesday October 30, 2018 

 

Date: October 30, 2018   Place: Upstairs at The Commons    Time: 7pm 

Present: Nancy Hetherington Peirce, Maureen Wild, Karen Hollis, Linda St Clair, Rose Jones, Anniken de 

Lissa. Owen McCooey, Mary Aitken, Janice Power, Lynette Jackson, Jinny Hayes, Ebba Micaloff, Katherine 

Woodward, Carol Hemrich, Del McCarthy, Imelda Cuthbertson.  

 

Meeting called to order at 7pm Imelda Cuthbertson in the chair.  Secretary:  Imelda Cuthbertson 

Opening prayer and acknowledgement of the Snuneymuxw First Nation 

 

1. Motion to approve the Agenda:  MSC Maureen Wild / Anniken de Lissa 

 

2. Minutes of the Special General Meeting held March 13, 2018, were read by all present. Nancy explained 

the Constitution had been changed at the 2013 AGM, but the change was never filed with the 

government, so it had needed to be re-approved. There were some changes to our Bylaws as a result of 

the new Societies Act. Copies of the new Constitution and Bylaws were available for all to read before 

the meeting. 

       Motion: That the Minutes of the Special General Meeting of March 13, 2018 be accepted. 

       MSC Nancy Hetherington Peirce / Mary Aitken 

 

3. Minutes of the April 27, 2017 AGM were read by Imelda. Any errors or omissions? Maureen asked that 

we clarify that the donation on behalf of Lynn Holden went to the BC Mental Health Society. 

Motion: That the Minutes of the April 27, 2017 AGM be accepted. MSC Owen McCooey / Janice Power 

 

4. President’s Report 

Del McCarthy, one of our rotating Presidents, gave her report which is attached to the paper copy of 

these minutes in the GES Minute Book. She stressed that our theme, “Lifting our Spirits, Living in 

Celebration” had resulted in some wonderful programmes which had been very well attended. She 

praised the work of the Planning Committee led by Maureen Wild who had helped make this happen. 

Our Social events – the annual picnic at Anne Sims’ house, the Giving Thanks Dinner at the Golf Club 

and the Caroling with the homebound – had been equally enjoyable, so many thanks to those teams as 

well. We were asked to give a tremendous vote of thanks to our retiring Board members, Alex 

McConnell, Mary Aitken and Carol Hemrich - much applause. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

Nancy Hetherington Peirce went over the 2018 Balance Sheet and the Revenue and Expense 

Statement which are attached and were also handed out prior to the meeting.  

Motion:  That the Treasurer’s Report be received   MSC Nancy Hetherington Peirce/Carol Hemrich 

 

6. Old Business – None 

 

7. Committee/Group Reports 

a. Membership – Carol Hemrich report that we have 54 members paid up, with the membership fee 

being $10. 

b. Website – As Carolyn Mandrusiak was away Del read her Report. Carolyn has enjoyed the creative 

process and will continue. However, the work involved a huge learning curve though fortunately most 

of the glitches have been worked out. Carolyn suggests that a common strategy be developed with 



input from the Planning Committee. The website is obviously a tremendous outreach vehicle. Del 

included the list of Website statistics which Colleen, our webmaster, had prepared such as there had 

been 2210 sessions with 1480 users. Our Retreat pages were very popular as was the Home page 

and upcoming events. 

c. Planning – Maureen reported on the work of the Committee and remarked that this year had been 

one full of music but also one in which opportunities for sharing were also included and had been 

appreciated. Ten programmes had taken place as well as two collaborations with other groups. The 

Committee members share the organizational load by working in teams each following an idea 

through to completion. Maureen asked her committee members to come forward and a big vote of 

thanks was given to the nine members who contribute so much to GES and the Island community. 

(Maureen’s report is attached to the paper copy of these minutes in the GES Minute Book.) 

d. Social - Carol Hemrich  

a. Summer Picnic June 2018: These always have a good turnout with music organized by 

John Bryson, the hotdogs and hamburgers prepared by the bbq team and luscious 

sundaes. The donations cover the costs.  

b. The Giving Thanks dinner October 2017: worked well at the Golf Club especially as the 

job of setting up and cleaning up was now paid for. The Boulton turkeys are always 

delicious and the potlucks dishes are so varied that the occasion is truly a feast. Paul 

Gellman and his group provided music throughout the evening which made for really 

happy evening.  Donations at the door went to the School Lunch Programme. 

c. Carolling with the Homebound, Dec 2017: Anniken de Lissa talked about this Christmas 

season tradition which is so looked forward to by the homebound. Usually five places are 

visited though sometimes the weather can be a problem. All the singers return to the 

Boultons for a Christmas get together - always a wonderful end to the evening. Anniken 

hopes to retire and hand the job over to someone else.  

Motion: To receive all the reports   MSC Anniken de Lissa / Maureen Wild 

 

8. New Business – None 

 

9. Election of Board Members 

a. Thanks to members not standing for re-election:  Alex McConnell, Mary Aitkens, Carol Hemrich 

b. Board members elected: 

(March 2018 Bylaws:  4.6 The term of office 

 4.6.1 is effective from the close of the annual general meeting at which the director is elected; 
4.6.2 for each director elected is for one year or two years, in order to ensure the continuation of 
some directors from year to year; 4.6.3 A Board member may resign at any time; 4.7 There is no 
limitation on the number of terms that a director may serve on the Board.) 

i. Imelda Cuthbertson – to 2019 AGM 

ii. Nancy Hetherington Peirce – to 2019 AGM 

iii. Carolyn Mandrusiak – to 2019 AGM 

iv. Del McCarthy – to 2020 AGM 

v. Karen Hollis (new member) – to 2020 AGM 

vi. Lynette Jackson (new member) – to 2020 AGM 

 

10. Adjournment at 8:20pm  MSC by Linda St Clair / Karen Hollis 

 


